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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

Please AMEND claims 1-9 as follows. 
Please ADD claims 10-20 as follows. 

A copy of all pending claims and a status of the claims is provided below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sealing device for a tank access opening , in particular on 
fuo l tank flHor nooks in motor vohlclos. oharoctorizod in that comprising a ball {§) is 
dispiaceably supported inside the tank access opening (3) in such a way that on 
introduction of a fuel nozzle (4«) the ball (§) opens the tank access opening (3). 

2. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in claim 1 , char a ct e riz e d in 
that wherein t he ball is supported on a guideway, which is aligned at an acute angle 
(a) to the direction of insertion of the fuel nozzle (40). 

3. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in claim 1 ©f4, 
charact o rizod i n that wherein t he ball (§) is guided in a sleeve f?). 

4. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in any one of th o pr e c e ding 
eteiffls claim 1 . nh n mnt n rlz n ri in that further comprising a sealing ring (4), against which 
the ball (§) rests in a sealing position, the sealing ring being i s arranged at the access 
opening (3). 

5. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in any on o of th o preceding 
claims claim 1 . ch a ract o r i zod in that wherein t he-baH a.diameter of the ball is greater 
than the a diameter of the tank access opening (3). 
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6. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in anyon o oftho proooding 
olaims claim 1 . charaotcrizod in that wherein the ball (§) is acted upon by a force afi44ft 
particular spring l oaded in the direction of the tank access opening {S). 

7. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in anyono ofth o pr o o o ding 
claims claim 1 . oharact o riz o d in that further comprising a counterweight is assigned 
to the ball {§)-to compensate for acceleration forces. 

8. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in claim 7, eharaot o rizod i n 
that wherein t he countenweight (4S) is coupled to the ball (§) by wa^^ a lever (9). 

9. (Currently Amended) The sealing device as claimed in any ono oftho proooding 
Giaims claim 1 . e haractcriz o d in that wherein t he sealing device (4) tokoo tho form of is i 
moduter- whioh can bo f i xed fixable t o a fuel tank filler neck (3). 

10. (New) A sealing device for a tank access opening as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the tank scess opening Is a fuel tank filler neck in motor vehicles. 

1 1 . (New) The sealing device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the force is a spring- 
loading in the direction of the tank access opening. 

12. (new) The sealing device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the ball is supported on 
a guideway. 

13. (new) The sealing device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the sleeve Includes a 
recess provided on an underside in a direction towards the fuel tank filler neck. 
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14. (new) The sealing device as claimed In claim 1 1 , wherein the spring loading is a 
compression spring. 

1 5. (new) The sealing device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the force is a weight or 
force-storage devices arranged on a lever. 

16. (new) The sealing device as claimed in claim 1. further comprising a slide which 
loads the ball in a direction of the tank access opening. 

17. (new) The sealing device as claimed In claim 1 6, wherein the slide is coupled to 
a rotatably supported lever. 

18. (new) The sealing device as claimed in claim 17, further comprising a 
countenweight, situated at the end of the lever, opposite the slide. 

19. (New) A sealing device for a fuel tank filler neck, comprising: 

a ball supported on a guideway, which is aligned at an acute angle to a 
longitudinal extent of the fuel tank filler neck; 

a sleeve for guiding the ball, the sleeve having a recess provided on an 
underside of in a direction towards the fuel tank filler neck; 

a sealing ring, against which the ball rests in the sealing position, is arranged at 
an access opening of the fuel tank filler neck; 

means for applying a force upon ball; and 

a counterweight assigned to the ball. 
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20. (New) The sealing device for a fuel tank filler neck as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the means includes a compression spring, a weight or force-storage devices 
arranged on a lever. 



